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charlie James Gallery is delighted to present Spells, Spires and Other delicate 
Business, a solo show of painting by la artist helen rebekah Garber. in 
Garber’s first solo show at the gallery, transformation through obsession and 
the examination of reverence are the central underpinnings of the work; an 
examination that mounts through the manipulation of layering and patterning 
within each painting. By drawing upon the idea of reverence within the 
boundaries of the canvas, and guided by intuition, the concentration of mark 
making infuses the work with energy and confers unto each piece a distinct 
presence.

the patterning that composes each image is sourced from both eastern and Western 
aesthetic traditions: paleolithic and neo-paleolithic fetish objects, West 
african ceremonial masks, Greek icon painting, italian and northern renaissance 
altarpieces, Jewish ceremonial textiles such as tallit and torah arks, islamic 
prayer rugs, alchemical diagrams and geometric references to mathematical 
equations. By decoding and repurposing the source material into the skeleton of 
each painting’s structure, a contemporary devotional figure emerges as a central 
mass, allowing the reference points to both meld and compete with each other. 
Originally vibrantly colored, the final “skin” of white paint ties compositional 
elements together and is symbolic of a state of balance or equilibrium.

helen rebekah Garber (b. 1976. State college, pa) was raised in new York city 
and resides in los angeles. her work has been exhibited in the u.S. and europe 
at venues including the laguna art Museum, 31 Grand Gallery, new York, Bronwyn 
Keenan Gallery, new York and per pio Monte, naples, italy. She has been featured 
in publications including new american paintings, the new York times, art ltd. 
and the Frankfurter allgemeine Zeitung, and by writers including roberta Smith, 
peter Frank and colin Moynihan. She earned a BFa at the california institute of 
the arts in 2007 and studied painting at the new York academy of art and the art 
Students league of new York.
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Bride Vii, 2012
Oil on burlap and canvas
30 x 25 inches

Bride V, 2012
Oil on burlap and canvas
30 x 25 inches
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Vessel i, 2012
Oil on canvas
40 x 48 inches
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tower ii, 2012
Oil on canvas
84 x 60 inches

tower i, 2012
Oil on canvas
84 x 60 inches
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Muquarnas i, 2012
Oil on canvas
72 x 60 inches
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Muquarnas iii, 2012
Oil on hessian
48 x 36 inches
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Obelisk ii, 2012
charcoal on paper
30 x 44 inches
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Bride iii, 2012
Oil on canvas
72 x 60 inches
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untitled i-Vii, 2012
nero lead on handmade paper
12 x 16 inches/each
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little Jinn
2012
Oil on canvas
14 x 11 inches
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Jinn V, 2012
Oil on canvas
18 x 24 inches

Jinn iV, 2012
Oil on canvas
18 x 24 inches
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Jinn ii, 2012
Oil on canvas
18 x 24 inches

Jinn i, 2012
Oil on canvas
18 x 24 inches



Helen RebekaH GaRbeR
SpellS, SpireS, and Other delicate BuSineSS

Jinn iii, 2012
Oil on canvas
18 x 24 inches
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Vessel ii, 2012
Oil on canvas
40 x 48 inches
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Small Monolith, 2012
Oil on canvas
18 x 24 inches
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