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Charlie James Gallery is pleased to present Patrisse Cullors: Between the Warp and Weft: 

Weaving Shields of Strength and Spirituality, the artist’s first solo exhibition with the gallery 

opening June 15th at CJG2 in Los Angeles. A deep and resonant exploration of Yoruba culture and 

the Ifá religion of which Cullors is a practitioner, the exhibition is inspired by Oya, the fierce Orisha 

(or deity) of transformation and Cullors’ own spiritual guardian. 

 

Fusing Malian mud cloth textiles, cowrie shells and metalwork to create what Cullors refers to as 

“a sanctuary of reflection and empowerment,” the core of the exhibition revolves around the 

sword of Oya, a spiritual emblem of power, protection and divine justice. Throughout Between the 

Warp and Weft, Oya's sword transcends its historical significance to address the pressing narrative 

of our times — the need for protection and reverence for Black women.  

Patrisse Cullors, Ogbe Oyeku, dedicated to her mother, Cherice 

Foley. Sourced vintage Malian mudcloth, yarn, alloy steel, 37” x 

21” x 3 5/16”, 2024. Photo © 2024 Yubo Dong, ofstudio | 

@ofphotostudio 

 



 

Cullors’ artistic practice, which is in part inspired by Los Angeles’ Black Arts Movement of the 

1960s and 1970s, invites the use of artworks as spiritual guardians, creating a legacy of creative 

offerings that exist beyond the visual plane and become both urgent cultural commentary and 

spiritual armor. To this end, Cullors has dedicated each piece in Between the Warp and Weft to a 

different Black woman in her life to whom she wants to extend protection.  

 

“A lot of the work that I’ve done has been around the trauma of being Black in America, and also 

our resilience,” she explains. “We don't have the cultural right to protect ourselves … but what if 

we create spiritual objects of protection?” 

 

 
Patrisse Cullors, Ogbe Ogunda, dedicated to Patrisse Cullors.  

Copper, cowrie shells, purple heart wood, copper wiring, 29” x 5”, 2024. 

– 

Courtesy of the Artist and Charlie James Gallery, Los Angeles.  

© 2024 Patrisee Cullors; Photo © 2024 Yubo Dong, ofstudio | @ofphotostudio. 

 

 

On the heels of her inclusion at the Fowler Museum of UCLA’s major exhibition exploring Yoruba 

sacred arts from Africa and beyond, Between the Warp and Weft is an invitation for viewers to 

traverse the paths of history and spirituality, to witness the interplay of power, divinity and artistry 

through the lens of Yoruba and African heritage. 

 

The exhibition will be Cullors’ second showing at Charlie James Gallery. In 2023, she participated in 

a duo show with longtime collaborator noé olivas called Freedom Portals, in which she created 

tapestries of 12 of the 16 Odús, which are “books” — or signs and symbols — used for divination 

in Ifá. As part of her continuing artistic practice, Cullors intends to eventually make all 256 signs 

using vintage Malian mud cloth, metal, cowrie shells and etchings. 

https://fowler.ucla.edu/exhibitions/the-house-was-too-small-sacred-yoruba-arts/


 

Cullors’ artwork has been featured at cultural institutions across the country including The Broad, 

The Geffen Contemporary at MOCA, LTD Gallery, Crystal Bridges Museum, Second Home West 

Hollywood, The Fowler Museum, Frieze LA, The Hammer Museum, Vashon Center for the Arts, 

Joe’s Pub, Langston Hughes Performing Arts Center and more. Her work also will be featured as 

part of a major exhibition at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) this fall. 

 

Cullors was recently selected for a one-year creative strategist-artist residency with the County of 

Los Angeles Homeless Initiative in which she will collaborate with staff, local organizations and 

their youth leaders to develop artist-led strategies to dispel myths and shift narratives about 

people experiencing homelessness. Following her performance at Southern Guild’s Los Angeles 

opening ceremony in February, Cullors will perform at Los Angeles Contemporary Museums 

(LACE) on April 26th as part of the organization’s ABUNDANCE series. Her recently announced 

educational programming as part of her year-long artist residency at the Fowler Museum of UCLA 

will feature upcoming conversations with Ever Valasquez, Nena Soulfly, Jeannette Charles as well 

as noé olivas and Cindy Bonaparte. 

 

Between the Warp and Weft will be on view at the Charlie James Gallery from June 15, 2024 to 

July 20, 2024. This exhibition will be located at the gallery’s CJG2 space at 961 Chung King Rd, Los 

Angeles, CA 90012. For more information, please contact: noah@girlieaction.com. 

 

 
Patrisse Cullors | Photo Credit: Ryan Pfluger | Hi-Res Download 

 

https://homeless.lacounty.gov/news/patrisse-cullors/
https://southernguild.com/films/southern-guild-opens-in-los-angeles
https://welcometolace.org/lace/abundance/
https://fowler.ucla.edu/events/community-conversations-ever-velasquez/?occurrence=2024-04-21
https://fowler.ucla.edu/events/community-conversations-nena-soul-fly/
https://fowler.ucla.edu/events/community-conversations-jeanette-charles/
https://fowler.ucla.edu/events/community-conversations-cullors-olivas-bonaparte/
mailto:noah@girlieaction.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G8YAczg3I2SdZBJ1vagI0D2IYnRYg5wM/view?usp=sharing


 

ABOUT PATRISSE CULLORS  

Patrisse Cullors is a New York Times bestselling author, educator, artist, and abolitionist from Los 

Angeles, CA. Her work has been featured at The Broad, The Geffen Contemporary at MOCA, LTD 

Gallery, Crystal Bridges Museum, Second Home West Hollywood, The Fowler Museum, Frieze LA, 

The Hammer Museum, Vashon Center for the Arts, Joe’s Pub, Langston Hughes Performing Arts 

Center, and a host of theaters, galleries, and museums across the globe. 

 

Cullors launched a ground-breaking Social and Environmental Arts Practice MFA program at 

Prescott College where she served as the Founding Director for two years. She is the co-founder of 

the Crenshaw Dairy Mart and has been on the frontlines of abolitionist movement building with 

Black Lives Matter, Justice LA, Dignity and Power Now and Reform LA jails. Her current work and 

practice is focusing on “Abolitionist Aesthetics,” a term she has advanced and popularized to help 

challenge artists and cultural workers to aestheticize abolition. Patrisse is also the founder of The 

Center For Art and Abolition – a trailblazing nonprofit organization dedicated to empowering 

abolitionist artists and leveraging the transformative power of art to catalyze social change. 

 

Patrisse has won numerous awards for her art and activism. In September 2021, the Los Angeles 

County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved Patrisse’s appointment to serve as one of 

three Second District Arts Commissioners. Patrisse’s mission is to invite all of us to grow towards 

abolition through intergenerational healing work that centers love, collective care, and art. 

 


