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Charlie James Gallery is pleased to present our second solo show by gallery artist Nery 
Gabriel Lemus, winner of the 2013 COLA Individual Artist Grant, and the 2013 Rema Hort Mann 
Foundation Award. In this current body of work, Lemus continues to explore domestic issues, 
issues that can often manifest in society at large. In particular, Lemus brings focus 
to the influence, positive and negative, adult men have over young boys, either within 
families or as men in society. Lemus’ interest in the topic stems from his involvement in 
social work over the past 14 years, where he has worked with boys and young men with absent 
fathers and a lack of positive role models.

The work in the show examines the concept of heroism – particularly in what constitutes 
a hero. Society has established heroes in a multitude of different spaces, frequently 
cemented through entertainment culture. In our hyper-mediated age, many established heroes 
are found to be fraudulent, and many elevated personae exemplify behaviors of questionable 
merit. The title of this exhibition is taken from Alice Childress’ book, A Hero Ain’t 
Nothin’ But a Sandwich (1973). The book chronicles the struggles of Benjie, a young 
African-American kid struggling with acceptance and self-worth while flirting dangerously 
with heroin addiction. Benjie utters the titular phrase implying that heroes and saviors 
have ceased to exist in the hard times he lives in. Within this body of work, Lemus uses 
recognizable childhood archetypes like stuffed animals, piñatas, superheroes and childhood 
characters to incorporate the idea of heroic absence, and to suggest where heroes might be 
found.

Nery Gabriel Lemus was born in Los Angeles, in 1977. Lemus received his BFA at Art Center 
College of Design in Pasadena, California (2007) and his MFA at the California Institute 
of the Arts in Valencia, California (2009). Lemus also attended the Skowhegan School of 
Painting and Sculpture in Maine (2008).

His work has been featured is several group exhibitions including, Made in L.A. 2012, 
organized by the Hammer Museum in collaboration with LAXART, OZ: New Offerings From Angel 
City at Museo Regional Guadalajara in Jalisco, Mexico, The Seventh House at Project Row 
Houses in Houston, Texas, the 2010 Border Art Biennial at El Paso museum in El Paso, Texas, 
El Grito, at The University of Arkansas in Little Rock, Arkansas, and Common Ground, 
at the California African-American Museum. Lemus is also a recipient of the 2012- 2013 
prestigious City of Los Angeles (C.O.L.A.) award and the 2013 recipient of the Rema Hort 
Mann Foundation Award.
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The Alphabet is Full of Characters, Cotton tapestry, 37 x 52 inches, 2013, Framed
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Happy Fathers Day, Mom!, Cotton tapestry, 15 1/4 x 17 1/2 inches
2013, Framed
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PAPI, Felt on wood, Installation Size: , 36 x 103 inches, 
Ps are 24 x 24 x 3, A is 24 x 24 x 3, I is 24 x 6.5 x 3, 2013
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The Children Actually 
Had a Hero
Cotton tapestry
52 x 38 inches
2013
Framed
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All Grown Up – Never Grew Up
Mixed Media
28 x 27 x 38 inches
2013

Going Where You’re Going, That’s Where
Mixed media
24 x 15 x 33 inches
2013



NERY GABRIEL LEMUS
A HERO AIN’T NOTHIN’ BUT A SANDWICH

Less Guns! More, 
Good Dads!
Graphite and Oil 
Pastel on paper
52 x 36 inches
2013, Framed
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A Hero Ain’t Nothin’ But a Sandwich, Cotton tapestry, 15 x 26 inches, 2013, Framed
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in collaboration with Gael F Lemus, I Love You 
Luke (Things I Learned from my Dad and TV), 2013, 
Mixed media, 8 x 10.5 inches

in collaboration with Gael F Lemus, Groceries Hulk 
(Things I Learned from my Dad and TV), 2013, Mixed 
media, 8 x 10.5 inches
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in collaboration with Gael F Lemus, It Don’t Rain 
on my Parade (Things I Learned from my Dad and 
TV), 2013, Mixed media, 8 x 10.5 inches

in collaboration with Gael F Lemus, #1 Dad (Things 
I Learned from my Dad and TV), 2013, Mixed media, 
8 x 10.5 inches
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in collaboration with Gael F Lemus, E.T Love 
(Things I Learned from my Dad and TV), 2013, Mixed 
media, 8 x 10.5 inches

in collaboration with Gael F Lemus, It Wouldn’t Be 
Nothin’ Without a Woman (Things I Learned from my 
Dad and TV), 2013, Mixed media, 8 x 10.5 inches
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in collaboration with Gael F Lemus, Let the Chil-
dren Come to Me (Things I Learned from my Dad and 
TV), 2013, Mixed media, 8 x 10.5 inches

in collaboration with Gael F Lemus, Can I Do Any-
thing For You (Things I Learned from my Dad and 
TV), 2013, Mixed media, 8 x 10.5 inches
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in collaboration with Gael F Lemus, Go Go Power 
Ranger (Things I Learned from my Dad and TV), 
2013, Mixed media, 8 x 10.5 inches

in collaboration with Gael F Lemus, Balloon 
Spider-Man (Things I Learned from my Dad and TV), 
2013, Mixed media, 8 x 10.5 inches
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in collaboration with Gael F Lemus, Obe-Juan 
(Things I Learned from my Dad and TV), 2013, Mixed 
media, 8 x 10.5 inches
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Hypocrite’s Prayer, Cotton tapestry, 38 x 52 inches, 2013
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Review: Nery Gabriel Lemus at Charlie James Gallery
By Sharon Mizota | February 28, 2013

Nery Gabriel Lemus, “Happy Fathers Day, Mom!” 2013, cotton tapestry, 15 
1/4” x 17 1/2”. (Courtesy of Charlie James Gallery / February 28, 2013)

In his latest exhibition at Charlie James Gallery, Nery Gabriel Lemus takes 
a somewhat meandering course through the contradictions of fatherhood 
and masculinity. Most of the works are pointed but heavy one liners, such 
as a tapestry of a baseball cap bearing the words, “Happy Father’s Day, 
Mom,” or a graphite drawing of guns scrawled with earnest but grammati-
cally weird sentences: “Less guns! More, Good dads!”

Still, a couple of bizarre stuffed animals and a series of small drawings 
save the day.  The animals are made of multi-colored fabrics familiar from 
serapes and blankets. One appears to be a heavy-lidded creature that has 
just ingested a small boy. The other is a horse-like figure with a small male 
doll strapped around its neck. Sweet, with an edge of menace, they speak 
of childhood devotion despite harsher realities.

The drawings were created in collaboration with Lemus’ six-year-old son, 
Gael. They integrate expressive child’s renderings of super heroes and 
villains with slicker pencil images or cartoon speech bubbles. A won-
derfully raw portrait of Darth Vader, his tender, hot pink scalp exposed, 
shouts, “I LOVE YOU LUKE!” Spiderman holds a bright red balloon, and 
E.T. wraps a protective arm around a wobbly Incredible Hulk. By creat-
ing caring male heroes together, Lemus and son recast popular narratives 
of violence and mastery as stories of love. Sometimes you just want that 
Incredible Hulk to hold you.
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